
A little bit on 'FancrAft'  Glen Innes  
by Sue Dumbrell (nee Haydock/Rowland) 

 
I was only a child so maybe the size is exaggerated in my memory but the entrance hall was 
large and led to the left into an amazing lounge/sitting /drawing room. 

The walls were half panelled in wood and highly polished. A big fireplace. 
The ceiling was of ornate pressed tin. I think they were called Wunderlich ceilings?? 
The whole room had a special fragrance which I can recall. Smells can hold such memories. 

Was it the wood panels or the polish used to make them shine which gave this distinctive 
perfume? The furniture and furnishings were in keeping with the grandeur of the room. 

The kitchen was large with a big central table and a wood range.  To the side was a walk-in 
pantry or scullery. I seem to remember preserves in jars on the shelves. 

The back garden with tennis court, had a swing seat and a circular seat around a large tree.    
There were fruit trees and a plum tree which I particularly enjoyed! 

On the verandah was a wooden rocking horse of much age which Uncle Alf would let me ride. 
This was a special privilege. 

'Dursley' had been sold before I was born so I never got to experience it. It was a little way 
out of town on the Granton Road. I don't know how much land they had but I know they had 
some cattle. I saw it from the outside and in recent years it has been extended and 
modernised. 

I know it had a billiard room and maid's quarters. I met the maid who I called 'Aunty May' 
when I was in primary school. She had gone to live with her daughter at Loftus. 

They also had a laundry maid who called pillow cases 'billy cases' and the family to this day 
calls them billy cases. 

Each bedroom had a fire place and my great grandmother Jane Biddle stayed with my 
grandmother, or Aunty Bub at Fancraft and other relatives on a rotating roster. Grandma 
Biddle would never get out of bed until her fire place had been cleaned and relit. Of course, a 
cup of tea was always required before her rising. She was a widow for many years.  
She married Henry Biddle in 1866 at Tumut. He died in 1926. She died in 1944. Such a life. 

 
Grandma Biddle was Jane Monaghan, (b 1846, d 1944)  
  her parents were Michael Monaghan (b. 1823 County Cork, d. 1865) and  
         Margaret Duncan (b. 1823 County Steward, d 1861)   
         They were married at St Mary's Cathedral Sydney.  

There had been a big fire at St Mary's and a lot of BDM details were destroyed.  
They lived at first in Brisbane. Later they were near Tenterfield and Canning Downs Qld.  

They had six children but Helen only knew the names of three of them.  
Sarah b.1844 d.1908,  
Jane and the third person known was Margaret, called Maggie, born 1850. 
She married a Mr McKerin.  

My mother was good friends of their daughter Mabel, married to Stan Glenister and I met her 
on many occasions in Sydney. 


