Ancieni. Hiaszdtorny
ad Lhe Disitinguishred Swrrname

EEK WHITTEN EEEH

The dark rof&ing moors o4 the Scotiisn/English border are home to Zhis noiable surname Whitten. Iis
ancient history 44 closely woven into the rdich and beautiful tapesiry of the border chronicled,

In-depth research into some 04 the mosi ancient manuscripis such as the Exchequea Rolls o4 Scoiland,
the Inquisitdio, the Ragman RoZls, the Domesday Book, bapiismals, parish records, iax records and
cartularies, gave researchers the girst necord of the name Whitten in Roxburghshire in the Landd o4
Whitton where they were seated $rom very ancient iimes begore 1100 A.D.

Your name, Whitten, appeared {in many references, and farom time to iime, the suwrname was spedt
Whitton, Whitten, Whyiten, Whyiton, Wytion, Wyiten, Witten, Witton, Wyiton, Wyien, and these changes in
spelling frequently occurred within the gamily name. Scraibes and chuach ogpicials spelt the name as it
sounded, and frequently the spelling changed even during ihe peason’s own Lifetime.

The gamily name Whitten 44 believed to be descended ordiginally grom the Boeandicians. This ancdent
pounding race o4 the noath were a mixture o4 Scottish Picis and Angles, a race dating $rom aboutl the yeanr
400 A,D. By 1000 A.D, ithis race had formed inito disceanible Clans and ¢amilied, perhaps Aome 04 Lhe {inst
evidence of the family siructure {in Baitain. From this area we get some of ithe moai impressive names 4in
histonry, surnamesd with undique nicknames such as the Sturdy Armiinongs, one o4 whom was, appropriately, the
$inst to colonize the moon, the Gallant Grahams, the Saucy Scoiis, the Angry Kearns, ithe Bells, the Nixons,
the Famous Dicksons, the Bold Rutheagords, ithe Pudding Someavilles, and most o4 ihe names ending 4n
"AOR” : 5

From these $ighting clansd of the border the surname Whitten was found in Roxburghshire ¢rom the year
1165 4in the fands of Morebatile. The $4inst on record was John Wyiton, prior of St. Andrews 4in 1285 A.D.
Michael and Adam Wyition both rendered homage to King Edward 1.4t o4 England 4n hié brief conquest o4
Scotfand 4n 1296, Michaef was chie$ forester o the Forest of Selkirk. Richard Wyittone, a dignitary o4 the
Chuach atso rendered homage. By ithe year 1400 ithe $amily had branched 4outh 2o Northumbearland and Zo
Salop(Shropshire) in England. For this reason Thomos Whitton had protection for 2 years for goding on the
King of England’s dexvdice 4n 1370. A Latea Thomas Wititon was Sheritd o4 Salop. In Shropshire they builit
Whitton Court, which became the family seat of the middle ages. They afso branched io Lincolnshire,
Statpordshire, West Acklam in Yorkshire and Neihercote, Oxfoadshire. Noiabfe amongsi the {famify name
duning the early history was Michael Whitton, Chief Forester o4 the Kings Forest of Selkirk 4in 1303.

The Clans or families to the north o4 ihe border became Scoiitish afier about the year 1000 A.D., and
+n tho annth theu became Enalish. Nevertheless, despite the borden, mony would A1i€Lf be united clans, but
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1o ihe souih ihey became Engldish, Ne.umhe,EeAA, despite the border, many would A1{€L be united clans, but
strangely Loyal to the defence of their respeciive couniries.

CLan $euds became s0 intense that in 1246 A.D., 6 Chiegs from the Scottish sdide and 6 grom the
English side met at Carlisle and created a det of Laws for all the border ternitory. These were unfike any
Laws prevailing in England or Scoifand or, $or that matier, anywhere else in the wordd., For refusdal of
assistance when called a person could be hanged on the Ainstant, without a trdial. While clans were on ihis
"hot trod" io necover stolen propeaty,(from which we get the modern expression "hot o irot”), they were
protected from almost all eventualdiiies.

In 1603, ithe crowns o4 Scoifand and England unified undex James UI of Scoiland who found it expedient
1o disperse the "unruby border clans”. The Boader Clans wene dispersed io England, noathean Scottand and
to Ixeland. Some wexre bandished dLA&ci&g 1o the Colonded.

In Irefand, ithey were granted fLands previously held by ihe Cathofic Irish. They signed an
"Undentaking” to remain Protestant and faithful to the Crown. There 44 no evdidence that the surname’
Whitton detiled in Ireland as a clan, but this does not preclude individual seiifements.,

The New Workd beckoned and the many setifers in Irefand, known as ihe Scotch/Irish, became :
disenchanted. They sailed aboaxrd the awmada o4 sailing ships known as the "White Sails" which plied the
stouny Atlantic. Some called ithem, £ess nomantically, the "cobéin ships”. Amongst the §insi pioneens who
could be considered kinsmen o4 the $amify name Whitten, of that same Clan or family, was Thomas Whitton
who seitled 4in Hingham, Mass. in 1635, with his wife Audry and his sons Jeremy and James. The Whititons
setiled at Hingham, Mass. and became one o4 the distinguished families o4 the U.S.A. Later John Whitton
settled in Maxyland 4n 1731, and another John setiled in Philodefphia Pa. in 1862, Gaegory Whitten settled
in St. John’s Newpoundland 4n 1708.

These pioneers became the nucfews of the $irst setilements gaom Maine to the Cumberfand Gap. They

7 . provided much o the stock which produced the early presidents and governors of the United States. In

Canada they seitled Nova Scotdlan, the St. Lawrence and the Oitawa Valley.

The $amily name Whitten, provided many promineni contemporaries, Charfoite Whition, ex Mayox ad
Ottawa; The Venerable Witton-Davies, Canaon o$ Chaistchurch; Progessor T. Witton Davies o4 Flintshine.
The most ancdent grant o4 a Coat o4 Axms redearched was:

Black with a sifver water conndier, at the top thaee gald codins.

The Crest was:

An Owl.




