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11 August 1979
Dear Phyll,
Thanks for your letter and zll the news and alsoc the birthday greetings.
I was sorry to hear about Allan., I hope it turns out all right. It must have been
a mild one to pass unnoticed. I wes glad to hear too that the wedding went off well.

Nick seems to have settled in quite well. Barry and I drove up and spent
a weekﬂwith him before the rush of the season started. He has a 4 roomed house to
himself but will have to share it when others need a roof. The place is Paeroa up
near Rotorua. It is actually Ferndale Bob's old town. Nick said he would try to
find something about him in the archives. He left a property which when he died
all went into paying back rates. Both his daughters are dead now. The older one,
lris, died a week or so before Sue did. Mother met her when she was owver here.

I gave your address to Margaret lcEddowney who was going to Canberra soon.
She is Bertha's sister and her husband Jock is Dunedin librarian. I am not sure
whether it is University or town library. Sh?fi very sweet.

Good to have Michael back sgesin. I hope he end Jan enjoyed their stay
in Hawaii.

I have been busy the last week or so writing a couple of short articles.
I come in for obituaries tooc now. Iy old chief Dr Filmer died & week or two ago.
I did one for each of the papers which they fouled up. Ailso a modified one for the
vet. journal and one for the J. Agriculture.

The Melbourne came in yesterday. 1 can see her moored a the wharf from my
window. Her choppers have been shattering the sky every mow and again. Some of
the crew set off on bicycles to ride to Auckl:nd and to meet her therer It is
sponsered by other members of the crew for some NZ charity.

You did not mention how Hoss was. How is he?

I sent an N7 spinning wheel over to Pene. It should have arrived by about
now unless the posties are on strike again.

I spoke to Mary the other night on the phone. She likes the West Coast.
I am buying the boys a trampoline for their birthdays — on the condition that I can
use it when I come down.

Thanks for your concern about my financial state. No,empty bottles would
not be sav use, They have promised to release some of the frozen funds soon but have
not said what percentage. What has gone in sinee the freeze wissavailabie su . aw

getting by on that. "

Tn Dunedin they have just had a terrible mud slide. I cunmose it ﬁas in
your nevs. About 50 houses went into it. I did not see the TV goverage on it but
those who did said 1t was terrific. It went late at night but mo t of the folk had
good warning to evacuate and there were ngﬁ casual¥ies  though wpe family was cut

off for a while, \

Well that is about all the news for the moment.
Give my love to all especially the little 1pl nders.

Wa{? il



