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@ LONG-TIME Canberra rééidenf,.hnny Gloeson
& is leaving soon to take a job as user services librari
with the Gosford City Council Ubl%.”ﬁl g

been active in Canberra’s literary scene, serving as
chair of the “;qmen in R‘e:a,dif sels.?f Hm: fgggf :
two and as convener of the Lifeline Book Fair
f_rqnﬁ'ﬂ?’s-m 990,
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126 Bultje St

DUBBO 2830
8 December 1995
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Dear family and friends / h o ¥ ewd .

I seem to have had a busy year travelling with a big trip to the States to see Michael and
his family and lots of smaller ones - to Canberra, Lismore, Sydney, Taree and
Quirindi . The highlight was the six weeks in America in April/May. I travelled with
Kathleen McCann, Paul’s mother, whose daughter Lorraine also lives in Washington,
D.C.

Michael, Sophie, James and I spent four days in New York doing the tourist things - the
Statue of Liberty, the Empire State Building(ground floor only!), Saks Fifth Avenue
(Soph and I had facials ), Miss Saigon on Broadway and the Metropolitan Museum of
Art.  After New Y ork, I went off to Amish country (Pennslyvania) with Ken and Ann
McKinnon (ex-Dubbo) where we stayed at a Mennonite farm. We drove on to
Gettysburg and walked over the great battlefield, then to historic Harper’s Ferry at the
confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers. Harper’s Ferry is where John
Brown (of the famous song) was shot.

Back to the Gleesons in Washington, and we all took off for a few days in Charlestown,
South Carolina, a city of beautiful civic buildings, untouched since the 17th century.

The piece de resistance of the whole visit was the 81st White House Correspondents’
Dinner at the Washington Hilton. Bill and Hillary Clinton were guests of honour and
the evening was done with great style. There were 4,000 people (Rupert was there,
too!) and the food and entertainment were excellent. We sat with well-known
American correspondent, Connie Hawn. I met Newt Gingrich, then just beginning his
run for the Presidency, and then Mike, Soph and I were invited to accompany Connie as
she tried to get closer to the President. I really didn’t think they’d succeed - there were
Security men everywhere - so I didn’t follow, but once in front of the official party she
was able to present them to him. They were ecstatic and I kicked myself'!

Gettin%];n know James was a delight. He’s a happy bright little boy with a good sense
of thythm. I sang read to him and enjoyed being there as he began to talk.

On a sadder note, the year began with the death of Jim Rickwood, one of our dearest
friends from early days in Dubbo. We all went to Canberra for the service and
comforted Janet, who is almost like one of the family.

We were back in Canberra for the major milestone birthday of the year, which was
Jen’s 50th, which we celebrated with a party at the Canberra Labor Club for about 60
friends and relations. It was lovely to see some of Jen’s old Glen Innes friends and
Kerry Edwards and her husband, Rudi, out from Canada. Jill and Lucy made the
speeches, I made the cake and the family’s present was a magnificent floor-to-ceiling
bookcase constructed in her Booker Bay home (and already overflowing).

Lucy has completed her second year at the Ensemble Theatre Drama School and is as
enthusiastic about it as ever. She still works part-time at the Bay St Patisserie in
Randwick and shares a flat in the inner city with an old friend from her Canberra days.

As I wrote last year we were preparing for John & Judy’s wedding shortly before
Christmas. It was a lovely happy occasion with lots of family and old school and
university friends as well as new ones. They are now the proud parents of Amanda
Gwynneth, born on October 6th - I drove down to join Judy’s parents in welcoming her.



She has the Gleeson baby trademark of lots of hair, but apart from that seems to look
like her mother. We're all looking forward to getting to know her better when they '
come for Christmas.

Lib and Euvan and the girls will be here, too, taking time out from some major house
renovations which have been in full swing since November. It has been no mean feat to
fit them in - Eoan has been overseas four times this year (he managed to catch up with
Michael twice in Washington), and Lib is busy as ever with her writing and speaking
committments. “T'he Princess and the Perfect Dish” was launched in July at Luna Park -
and I was so pleased that among the family and friends present was the author Amy
* Witting, whom we knew 50 years ago as Joan Fraser, a teaching colleague at Young
AR v High School, Lty I8 Al iiltd ol eutlr A Lt Clge O | g
ff\ Ay oAt A d Lt R oAl ols T Ha JhAn ~ QtAhAts § TeThe YL 8
‘ v The Tovey girls are delightful - Amy has had her first year at Leichhardt High School - * b ¥ =1
), and they are all singers and swimmers and computer whizzes. They’re looking forward
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7™ L 1o all the cousins at Christmas, especially with a new baby to play with. Sl
b
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_ VRO A, T,
™ A Margie and Don will be here with Rebecca and Alex. This year Marg has had three  >@-o-/2¢ 7
Y days a week teaching at Murray High and has wound down her catering business, ‘fres b

although Jill has plans to recall her for a project she has in mind. The children are

lovely - Rebecca plays piano and loves performing; Alex has a wonderful vocabulary

and can sing all of “Danny Boy” - Bill would have been impressed. /(d¢ .2 v € ¢
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Jill’s project involves using her super new kitchen as a venue for cooking classes. She

and Paul had been talking about this extension for a couple of years, and now it’s

complete it looks like something out of Vogue Living and she’s very excited about

picking up some of the threads of her old cooking life without the burden of a

restaurant. Both the boys have had trips to Majorca. Patrick spent most of the year

there and has come home with a clearer sense of purpose, intending to re-enrol in

Psychology and Philosophy at ANU. Brendan has just gone off for the Uni vacation,

after a successful first year at Southern Cross University in Lismore where he is

studying Contempory Music.

I had a lovely return to Quirindi in September for the 60th Anniversary of Quirindi
High School. Dorothy Riches (Elsley) came with me and Joan and Bill drove from
Taree. It was good to see Pearl Tanner, Elsie Taylor, cousins Beryl and Fred and
teacher Kelsey Snowdon.

It was a big thrill recently to return to Dubbo High School for the dedication of the
“Gleeson Room”, a newly refurbished and relocated Staff Common Room. (The “Old
AN Lab” of the 1960s). The new Principal, Jim Carey is very conscious of the school’s
o j/, Wy / traditions and his wife Liz is an ex-student from a long line of ex-students.
rrﬂ (1 U Lo do
Jpllh it I also lost Julius, “Michaels dog™ who had lived with us since we acquired him from /(/tll ‘f[{ r.‘*f. Syl
Joe vl Mike's Latin teacher, Marj, in 1980. He was a loveable creature but lately he’d become 7,

o ket P old and crotchety and needed contstant medication. Ido miss him. /#e 70 @ ¢e s | Iy 95
¢ pric et Next year, 1 plan to do some more University of the Third Age classes (I did some of g Toeiony ;
fo i Jill's Local History ones in Term 2), stay fit (I'm in one of Jill’s aquarobic classes), do f= L j :
S bAliv Y some more guiding for the National Trust at Dundullimal, continue to be involved in SR
Ay b Probus, maybe travel somewhere within Australia, entertain visitors to Dubbo (all ol s
A ; welcome) and keep up with all the kids and grandchildren. PO
Aty )
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Over I'd love to see any of you who are coming this way. Have a safe and happy Christmas & - b
and my best wishes for the New Year. = . ¢, Doy bt
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14 Woodside Grove,
Forestville, 2087,

Friday, 7/3/97
Dear Gwynn,

Heather brought her Christmas cards and letters over from
Cowra for me to read -~ and after reading your letter
(which is so informative and interesting with your family
news each year!), thought “it really IS a emall world™!

Your reference to “catching up with the Whittens and
Hohnens on one of your trips to Canberra™ alerted me to my
Auntie Gwen’s (Miss Gwenda Colyer - Mum’s first cousin -
theiy mothers being sisters) copy of ~0ld School Ties”
(September, 1996) received from the 0ld Girls’ Union on
the occasion of the 70th anniversary of Cremorne Girls'®
High. As vou will see from the front page, Phyllis
Whitten was the very first pupil to enrol at the then
Neutral Bay Intermediate High School.

Later in the article, I read where Miss Phyllis Whitten
marvied Mr. Ross Hohnen -~ who I had met on several
occasions back in the 60°’s when I worked as Sir Walter
Scott’s Private Secretary, during the time he was Chairman
of the Decimal Currency Board -~ of which, Mr. Hohnen was
also a member. (I had a lovely cartoon from “The Sydney
Morning Herald™ depicting Mr. Hohnen and Sir Walter -~ from
memory, not related to their involvement in the Decimal
Currency Board, but referring to their involvement in the
Industrial Design Council of Australia. I know I had it
at the time of Sir Walter’s death some fifteen years ago,
when I was looking through some “treasures from the past”,
but unfortunately, I can’t find it today.)

Back to Aunty Gwen - she retired as Headmistress of
Cremorne Girvls® High School in 1964 - and I have attached
a copy of schools at which she had taught - including
Dubbo High in the War Years. She is now 87 and living at
Lindfield Gardens Retirement Village - very much mentally
alert - but she has had a leyg amputated, suffers with
diabetes, angina and is almost 100% blind. John and I see
her every Monday and on other occasions. (When Alan
Stevenson and his year celebrated their “50 vears since
the Leaving Certificate™ back in 1993, Aunty Gwen was
their only surviving teacher from Dubbo High, and she was
invited to attend their reunion at Parliament House ~ but
that was Jjust prior to her amuputation - and unfortunately
she was unable to attend - but did send her wishes after
which she received a lovely reply, signed by all who
attended.



1t was so strange for me to read of Mr. Hohnen in the
school newsletter - and it did bring me back to the period
of the decimal currency changeover (leading up to
February 14, 1966) and my association with Dr. Neil Davey,
the Secretary, Peter Knox, Public Relations Officer, and
other members of the Board. (I left the Jjob early in
1967, just in time to move from our flat at North Sydney
to our present home -~ and my first child, Andrew’s birth!
He will be 30 in May.)

I have rambled on - but thought you might be interested in
the foregoing - you will be too busy tomorrow, meeting up
with your old friends, for me to take up too much of your
time -~ w0 I felt a little note was more appropriate.
Heather arrived on Wednesday and is looking forward to
tomorrow -~ hopefully we will have a good number from our
years! Naturally I am looking forward to seeing Janet

and was interested to read of your and her proposed
holiday -~ I spoke to her last at the time of Catherine
Murray's death - Ken having been in our year at school and
of course Catherine went through university with Heather.
S0 very sad.) I will be able to meet Emma’s mother, Anne,
for the first time - Emma is a lovely girl and she and
stuart are a great couple!

With best wishes to you and the family - and 1 hope 1997
is a happy and healthy year for one and all.

Sincerely,

2 MCJW
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_ Gwynne Gleeson
! 126 Bultje St
< DUBBO 2830

ph 02 6884 8926

214

Q & 7 Ny 15 December 1997
m\i‘\ | Dear family and friends //{ ﬂ/Z/ yh 0L,V
o f -%JZ//M{/./'»
LR T The year began with much excitement when Michael and Sophie and James came
{(\ W > home from Washington after three years and then went back again - to Channel 7 and
O & Los Angeles where Mike is head of the North American bureau. Recently | went to visit
" % them in their home in the hills above the city - it was lovely to meet my new grandson
N N Billy, who is placid and good. | was there for Thanksgiving so Sophie, Billy and | went to
W - James’ pre-school to see him, dressed as a pilgrim, help welcome the Indians to the
& % &“:4 meallll  Soph cooked us all a beautiful Thanksgiving dinner the next day.
| T Sl
|\ = o
N E In February Lucinda graduated from the Ensemble Theatre Acting Studios. She was the
Q S & bestin her year and it was obvious from Hayes Gordon's congratulations as he
NR ‘:\ presented her certificate that he agreed with her family that she was wonderful. Since
F;ﬁ ;ﬁ then she's had some TV work, some theatre work at the Ensemble and appeared in a
+ = shortfim - we hope that 1998 sees the big break. Only 14 students graduated from an
L . original intake of 35 so we know it was tough and we're all very proud of her.
I3
SNK In July | drove to Albury to have a week with Margie and Don. Rebecca was a guest
AN

Recorder player at a Conservatorium concert, then Don and | went along to the
Eisteddfod to hear her the following week. She played very confidently and won 4
, " medals. She's also a swimmer and this summer she's in a theatre production at the

F(;; « Swimming Pool dancing in and out of the water. Not to be outdone, Alex is fast gaining
&, © water confidence too.

T N
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77
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~ Enroute from Albury to Canberra | went to Young and sat out the front of our old house
= in Thornhill St and remembered good times - then on to John and Judy and Amanda
& and their visiting Japanese exchange student, Yumiko who cooked us Japanese food
- and showered me with presents. Amanda (2 in October) is a chatterbox who loves the
> Wiggles and Bananas in Pyjamas. John and Judy are flat out with their training

% business although concerned about the general depression in Canberra.

¥ ot
7

/

‘7 )’}/
P 2. -
7y /27 Y 4
"l./’}

14

- Marg joined John. Judy, Amanda, Libby, Euan, Jo, Jessica and Jenny in Canberra for
the planting of the hands on the lawns of Parliament House - both Lib and Jen have
been very involved in Reconciliation groups and the Native Title debate. They , with
Jessica who is friends with one of his granddaughters, felt privileged to be part of
Nugget Coombes Memorial service last month.
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A ™ Jenny is still having physio and hydrotherapy but is back at work after 16 months.
N «Towards the end of that time she was able to do some consultation work for Parramatta
AN  Library so eased herself back into the work force and back onto her round of literary

‘N events - the highlights this year were Bob Ellis, Robert Hughes and Gore Vidal.
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In August | went to Sydney to mind the Tovey girls while Lib and Euan flew to Adelaide

'



for the Children’s Book Awards - Lib was the winner in the Book of the Year for Junior
Readers with “Hannah Plus One". Since then she has won the prestigious Lady Cutler
Award for Distinguished Service to Children's Literature in NSW. She and Euan both
had overseas trips this year - Lib to Denmark for a conference on Public Lending Right
(she flew into London on the day of Princess Diana’s funeral but didn't see Mike who

was busy covering the event for Channel 7) and Euan to Mexico and Sweden for his
research project.

Then back to Sydney in November for Jessica’s big moment - the State finals of the
Multi-Cultural Perspectives Public Speaking Competition held at the Powerhouse
Museum. She spoke with great poise and confidence and was runner-up in the Year3/4
division- a terrific achievement. Amy, finishing Year 9 at Leichhardt High and Jo (Year 7
at St George Girls) are equally talented and interesting people.

A thrill for us all this year when my nephew Peter Davidson (son of my sister Joan and
husband Bill) was the successful architect for the new Federation Square project in
Melbourne. Peter is an old boy of Taree primary and High schools so the town also
celebrated - he has been living in London for many years so it will be good to see
something of him now that he has relocated to supervise the building.

Jill and Paul have had their usual busy time this year and are currently celebrating with
Brendan the end of his degree. They travelled to Lismore in November for his last
concert and were delighted with the professionalism of his performance and with his
tribute to his Granny, Kathleen with whom he has lived for the last three years. He has
been invited to join the teaching staff at Southern Cross University in 1998.

Patrick has a couple of years to go in his combined B.A/B.Sc at ANU and is working hard
and doing well - it will be good to have them both here for Christmas - the “big kids” (the
boys and Lucy) are much loved and admired by all the others.

Paul was a big help when | recently experienced what seems almost like the obligatory

break-in. | awoke to a light at the back of the house and confronted a young man who

was clearly as shocked to see me as | was to see him. Fortunately he /g!g/a bunk rather

than stay around to argue - | was lucky to suffer only a broken window,and'a lost video.///4¢ 4 iy

Needless to say | now have increased security and a s/a,d aw/arer]ess}of how much the, . =

world has changed. el%0 AelL Yolt Ao il¥-the BRLale 4n A L o€ IEE Ly
ne Greal-tv@tin A e z((z‘/ ;

Despite this its been a great year. Dubbo High celebrated its 80th birthday in June and

it was lovely to see old friends from the days when Bill was Principal - Eddie and Anne

Powter, Ken Murray and lots of the children’s old friends. Janet and | didn't do the Indian

Pacific - perhaps in 1998 - but | went to the United States and travelled all over NSW. |

saw all my children and grandchildren and lots of dear friends. | am in good health and

looking forward to having the whole family here over the Christmas period; | am very
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12 Bishop St,
DUBBO 2830

On 18th December, 1993 Mum and Dad will celebrate 50 years ol
marriage.

We have decided to celebrate with an "Open House" weekend on
18th/19th December, at their home, 126 Bultje St, Dubbo.

We hope that you can find the time to be with us at this busy time of
the year.

Best wishes,

Jenny, Jill, Libby, John, Margie and Michael.

RSV JILL
(068) 82 3876
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