
 



CHAPTER 1      INTRODUCTION 

The origins of surnames are often lost in history but there are people who specialize in the 
study of languages and the origins of words, including surnames; and they can often tell us a 
great deal about these origins. 

The name Whitten may have a Saxon origin; if so, it would probably be from the section of 
modern Germany known as Wurttemberg, or Wittenberg.  Over a thousand years ago the 
Saxons invaded England and settled down there. All this was before the day of surnames; it 
was not until the eleventh or twelfth century that surnames developed to any appreciable 
degree. Most English people had no surnames until after the Norman conquest by William the 
Conqueror in 1066. William ordered a census to be taken and the people to be taxed, and a 
book resulted called the Domesday (Doomsday) Book. 

The surname of many came from their occupation: Robert the baker became Robert Baker, 
John the Tanner became John Tanner, etc. Others received their surname from where they 
1íved; Samuel who resided at the ferry-crossing became Samuel Ferry; James who resided in 
the village of Tyler became James Tyler, etc. 

The surname Whitten is an English surname belonging to the Place Name classification. 
It is a variant spelling of the name Whitton which is the name of several places in England, 
any of which may have been the origin of the surname. 

The surname means "one who comes from Whitton (en)," but the meaning of the name itself 
means "dweller at Hwita's farm or homestead" being compound of Whit (from the old English 
personal name of Hwita) and the popular suffix "ten" or "ton." The suffix "ten," "ton," or "tun" 
is one of the most common place name suffixes found as a part of English surnames. 

The first part of the surname Whit (from Hwita) comes from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning 
white or fair and may have been applied to someone who was very blond. The suffix “ten” an 
enclosure or dwelling place originally.  It eventually developed into our present word "town." 
Whitten is found both in England, Ireland, and in Scotland, and the name Whitton is the name 
of several places in England including Lincoln, Durham, Hereford, Northumberland, Salop, and 
Suffolk.  As early as 1165, Whittons were found in Scotland as well so it can be seen that the 
name had spread throughout the British Isles. 

Early English and Scotch records bear out the fact that the name was variously spelled. One 
WILLIAM DE WHYTON, known as the Knight of Yorkshire, died in 1157. The Domesday Book 
names the town of Witun in Yorkshire. SIR WATERUS DE WYTON was lord of the townships of 
Seaton and Merton in Yorkshire.  AGNES WHITTON was Prioress of St. Clements in York.  
JOHN WHYTTON was chaplain of Merton of the rectory of WHITTON TOWER.  Another JOHN, 
who spelled his name DE WHYTON, was sheriff of York, and died in 1405.  HENRY WHYTON 
was principal of St Mary Magdalen College, Oxford, in 1435.  (These early records are from 
The Whiton Family in America, by Augustus Sherril Whiton)  

The surname Whitton appears in Scotland as early as 1165, when persons evidently derived 
their surname from the lands of Whitton in Morebattle Parish, Roxburghshire.  Magister R. DE 
WHYTON witnessed a charter by JOHN, Prior of St. Andrews in 1285.  MICHAEL DE WITTON 
and ADAM DE WYTTON were of the county of Selkirk in 1296. The seal of MICHAEL bears the 
name Michaelis DE WITTON.  And shows a deer running.  ADAM’s seal is defective, but reads 
S’Ad De Wittona.  

RICHARD DE WYTTONE, person of the Church of Hauwyk, rendered homage in 1296.  
A seal thought to be his bears a lion fighting a dragon and bears the name S'RICARDI DE 
WYNHOV. MICHAEL DE WHITTON was Chief forester of the Forest of Selkirk in 1303, and 
DAVID QWITTON was in Roxburgh in 1361.(from Surnames of Scotland, by George F Black) 



Members of the WHITTEN family seem to have been concentrated in the English shires of 
Buckingham, Yorkshire, Nottingham, Oxford, Lincoln, Shropshire, Staffordshire, and Norfolk. 
Several villages in these places bear the name WHITTON. One of the most beautiful of the 
English Elizabethan buildings ls WHITTON COURT, located near Ludlow in Shropshire. 
WHITTON COURT was built in the early 17th century, and is thought to have replaced a much 
earlier building of the 13th century. A detailed, illustrated account of WHITTON COURT 
appears in the Transactions of the Shropshire Archaeological and Natural History Society, 
Fourth Series, Vol. 9, pp. 43-65, 1923-24. 

One of the troublesome aspects of genealogical research is the fact that one encounters 
different, and erroneous, spellings of names. As a result, one can never be sure whether he 
has found the name he is searching for in a mis-spelled form, or if it is really a completely 
independent family. 

These different spellings should not be surprising to a modern person when he remembers 
two things: First, how his own name gets misspelled occasionally today; and, second, the 
level of education was not nearly so advanced in earlier centuries.  At the time rules of 
grammar and spelling were not so well advanced, or taught, or practiced; furthermore, a lot 
of people spelled phonetically.  Thus, it is not surprising that we find the names Whitten, 
Whitton, Whiten, Whiton, Whidden, Whiddon, Whytton, Whyton, Whiting, Witten, Witton, and 
quite possibly other ways. 

One must remember also that census takers and court clerks and church officials were 
oftentimes only just ą little above illiteracy themselves.  It is not uncommon to find the name 
spelled two different ways in the same document when it is clearly the same person. Perhaps 
the remark which is attributed to Andrew Jackson, who was not noted as a scholar of the 
language arts, it is pertinent here. Jackson is reputed to have said, "it is a dern poor man 
who can't spell a word more than one way." 
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From this, readers can perhaps understand some of the problems that spelling causes one 
doing genealogical research and of the uncertainty introduced into the study. 
It appears that the most common spelling has been WHITTON: however, where other 
spellings have been employed, they will be put into parentheses in that to follow. 

Early Whittens in The United States 

According to the information which is available at this time, it seems that THOMAS WHITTON 
and his wife AUDRY and son JEROMY were the earliest in America. 
They sailed from the port of London on the ship Elizabeth and Ann, bound for New England, 
12 May 1635. THOMAS was 36 years of age, AUDREY was 45, and JEROMY was 8.  The name 
AUDREY and been read by some as ANDREY.  (Persons of Quality, Emigrants from Great 
Britain to American Plantations, 1600-1700, by J. C. Hotten.) 
THOMAS WHITTON was the son of WILLIAM and CATHERINE (ARDENE) WHITTON (WHITON) 
and 1ikely cane from Oxfordshire, from evidence found in the Parish Register at Hook Norton 
in that Shire. His wife AUDREY, was likely dead by 22 Nov 1639 when one THOMAS WHITTON 
married WYNYFRIDE HARDING in Plymouth, Mass.  The name THOMAS appears in other early 
records of Plymouth. 

  



 

The descendants of this family are ably recorded in the excellent book entitled  
The Whiton Family in America, the Descendants of Thomas Whíton, 1635, written by 
AUGUSTUS SHERRIL WHITON, published in New London, Conn. 1n 1932. 
Those with New England connections should consult this book. 

Also coming to America in 1635, just a few months later than THOMAS, was JO. WHITTON 
(WHITON) who came from the port of London to Virginia in the Transport of London, 4 July 
1635 (Hotten's List).  Also coming to Virginia between 1663-71 was JOHN WHITTEN.  HENRY 
WHITEN of Highworth, bound for Barbados, came between 1654-63 (Bristol and America, A 
Record of First Settlers in the colonies of North America: Names and Places of Origin of 
10,000 Servant from Bristol to Va., Maryland, & Other Places of the Atlantic Coast.) 

George C. Greer's Early Virginia Immigrants, 1623-1666 names the following: 
GLEMENT WHIDON by JOHN DRAYTON, Westmoreland Co.; JOYCE WITEN, 1643, by FRA. 
MASON, lower Norfolk Co.: RICHARD WITTENS, 1653, by DENIS CONIERS of Lancaster Co.; 
CLEMENT WHEYDON, 1636, by WM. RAVENETT of Warwick River Co. There are several 
WHITINGS on Greer's list also. 

From A List of Emigrants from England to America,1718-1759, by Jack and Marion Kamínkow, 
copied from micro film of original records in London: SAMUEL WHITTON, St. Saviours, 
Southwark, Surrey Co., tobacconist; agent: PETER SIMPSON London, victualer; years of 
service--4; bound to Jamaica, age 21, signed own name; Date: 1 July 1734. 

WILHELMUS WITTEN came to Pennsylvania on the St. Andrew Galley, from Rotterdam,  
12 Sept 1734, but last from Plymouth, took oath of allegiance 21 Sept 1737 (From 
Strassburger's Pennsylvania German Pioneers.) 

ADRIAN WHITTEN, aged 6, in Jan. 1765 was a German Protestant arrival from London to 
South Carolina.  

FRANCK WITTEN, aged 52 in 1765 came to S. C. in the ship Dragon. (Compilation of Original 
Lists of Protestant Immigrants to S. Carolina, 1763-1773, by Janie Revell)  

The WHITTEN family seems to have come from the yeomanry class of England, the middle 
class, neither nobility nor the rudest peasant. The emigrants to America likely came, not so 
much because of religious or political persecution, but because of a desire to improve their lot 
in life.  They expected to gain advantages which would be impossible for them to attain in 
England. 

The family has achieved much in America, and has made its contribution in a large measure 
to the American way of life. Many have been tillers of the soil. Those who have followed the 
professions seem to have favoured medicine and the role the clergy. Some have been in the 
legal profession, and still others have made their mark in the field of education and politics. 
One member of the family, the Hon. JAMIE L. WHITTEN, represents the Second Congressional 
District of Mississippi, in the House of Representatives. Various members of the family have 
been merchants and business men, while others have followed the trades and crafts so 
essential to our way of life. 

The fam1ly has been well represented in all of the wars in which this country has been 
engaged. One of the earliest being RALPH WHITTEN who was a Horseman and Corporal in the 
Virginia Militia from Middlesex Co., July 1676. 

Most of the early family in America seem to have been either Methodist or Baptist, and even 
now that is correct, although some members of the family likely belong to a number of other 
denominations. 



 

The names favoured by the males of the family are: JOHN, THOMAS, WLLIAM, JAMES, 
CHARLES, AUSTIN, GEORGE, RICHAND, ELIJAR, ROBERT and JOSEPH, with such names asa 
FRANCIS, AARON, ALFRED, JONATHAN, PHILIP, JOEL, and JEREMIAH also being favoured. 

The family has been imbued with a pioneering spirit, pushing ever westward, and its 
members are now scattered from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 


